
 

  

Smyrna’s History 

The town of Smyrna has its 

roots in the early 19th century 

and began as an agrarian 

community with many large 

farms and plantations 

flourishing in the area. The 

American Civil War played an 

important role in the area due to 

its railroad station which lies 

between the area of Nashville 

and Chattanooga. The Civil 

War, railroad system, 

agriculture, and plantations 

play an important role in the 

formation of Smyrna as well as 

its history. 
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The Sam Davis Home was built around 1810 

and is located at 1399 Sam Davis Rd. in 

Smyrna.  This historical site is actually a home 

and museum. When you visit the site you will 

hear the story about a heroic, Civil War 

Confederate scout named Sam Davis. Also, you 

can see and learn about the home he grew up 

in and the house where his family lived in while 

he was at war. The whole site consists of 160 

acres of the Davis home, farmland, cabins, 

cemetery, and museum. (B) 
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"I would die a thousand deaths before I would betray a 

friend," –Sam Davis 

Old Jefferson 

Marker is at the 

intersection of 
Nissan Parkway 

and Jefferson 
Pike (A) 

Smyrna Railroad 

Depot 
Marker is at the 
intersection of 

Lowry Street (U.S. 

41) and Jefferson 

Street (D) 

Dewitt Smith 

Jobe 
Marker is on South 
Lowry Street (U.S. 

41), on the left 

when traveling 

south. (F) 

 

Maple View Cemetery 

does have almost 800 

interments, located at 

315 S Lowry St, but 

there are a few special 

interments nestled 

within the cemetery. 

Col. Jack Gooch who 

was a plantation owner 

in Smyrna and a Civil 

War colonel is buried 

here as well as Smyrna 

native, Christopher 

Ridley, member of the 

TN infantry, and also 

Pvt. Sam Adkerson who 

fought in WW1. (E) 

The photo at right is 

Idler’s Retreat (also 

known as the Dillon-

Tucker-Cheney House 

or Cold Chimneys) is 

located at 112 Oak 

Street, Built by Joseph 

Dillon in the mid 

1800′s, it was added 

to the National 

Register of Historic 

Places in 2004.  The 

home was inherited in 

the 1920′s by Frances 

Neel Cheney (a 

grandniece of Sam 

Davis) (C) 


