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Underground Railroad Presentation Script 

Me: Welcome everybody! Who here can tell me what the Underground Railroad was? 

Pause….(answer) 

Me: Well, the Underground Railroad was a network of secret routes and safe houses used by 

19th-century black slaves in the United States to escape to Free states in the north and Canada.  

Me: So, who wants to go on an adventure through one of these secret routes to gain our 

freedom?! (Raise hand and hope others do as well). 

Me: Alright! Is everyone ready to use their imaginations?! Okay! Here we go…Our journey to 

sweet freedom begins now. 

The Adventure Begins 

Me: “Your body, your time, your very breath belong to a farmer in 1850s Maryland. Six long 

days a week you tend his fields and make him rich. You have never tasted freedom. You never 

expect to.” (Pretend to be hoeing the fields.) 

 You know what guys I’m tired of this! Are all of you tired of this too? Well, I’ve been 

thinking long and hard, and well I want to try and escape. It’s going to be a long journey. 

It will be long and dangerous. But, it will be worth it! Who’s with me?! 

Me: Does anybody know who this is (hold up picture of Harriet Tubman)? This wonderful 

woman is our ticket out of here. This is Ms. Harriet Tubman. She was a former slave who has 

already made the trip we are about to make. She is going to help guide us along our way! 

 (Start walking in place…alternate between running, walking, and tip-toeing) 
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 (Get everyone to slow down; We are coming up to a farmer’s house) 

Me: (Start rubbing my feet) Man do your feet hurt like mine do? We’ve come too far to turn 

back now though. We have to keep moving forward! Okay, do you guys see that house? Well, it 

has a light on their hitching post and Ms. Tubman told me that that was a sign of a safe house. 

But can we really trust a white family? Let’s knock on the door and hope that Ms. Tubman won’t 

be wrong 

 (Knock, knock, knock) 

Me: Thank goodness!! Inside the house we find a warm welcome and nice, hot food…Okay 

everybody, let’s get a little rest. We still have a long trip ahead of us! 

 (Pretend to sleep for a few seconds) 

 Wake up everybody….It’s time to get on the road again. I have been given instructions 

for us to go to a place called Wilmington, Delaware. 

Me: Man! This is a big city! Do you guys see all of these streets and houses? Our host is this 

man (picture of Thomas Garret). He is a good friend of Ms. Tubman and has been helping 

runaways like us for a very long time. He will make sure we are rested up. 

 Unfortunately, we can’t stay here. We must move on. We are going to Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. 

Me: We’ve made it! Do you know what is really special about this place? This is a free state! 

This gives me hope that one day we will find our freedom. While here we meet this man 

(William Still). He is a black man, but he was born free! Another actual free black man….Can’t 
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you just taste the freedom. Mr. Still warns us though that because the law sees us master’s 

property, we are still in danger. We must keep moving forward. 

 Rochester, New York is where we go next! 

 We must KEEP MOVING FORWARD..I know you are all tired but we are so close. 

Don’t give up on me my friends.  

 250 miles later and now Rochester is in sight 

Me: We’ve made it! And while here, we meet two really important people…(Pictures of 

Frederick Douglas and Susan B. Anthony).  Mr. Douglas is a fugitive slave who is very vocal in 

abolishing slavery and giving rights to blacks. Ms. Anthony is better known for pushing for 

women’s rights later in life, however she is very anti-slavery. She and her friends give us warm 

clothing and take us safely to Lake Erie: Our final stop before reaching Canada and hopefully 

freedom. 

Me: We are here at last: Lake Erie. There’s only one problem, we’ll have to leap from one ice 

floe to the other. It is going to be very dangerous and very cold, but we are soooo close. Do we 

try to go across? 

 (Jump, jump, jump….) 

Me: Guess what everybody? That was our last jump! We have made it! We are free at last!! 

Thanks 

Thank you all for taking this adventure of freedom with me. I hope you all enjoy the rest of your 

visit at the Sam Davis Home. (Clap, clap, clap) 
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